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Jayne tucked a curl of wayward hair behind Emily’s ear.  

‘Pop loved you, you know’, she said. 

‘I know, I loved him too’, said Emily, as she pulled her gaze from the casket at the 
front of the church to the letter that sat on her lap. She’d read it so often now that the 
paper was soft and no longer crinkled when unfolded.  

Jayne gave her daughter a sideways squeeze. 

‘You can leave it on top of the coffin if you like - when you say your goodbyes’. 

‘Will they make sure he gets it?’ asked Emily. 

‘Yes Em, they’ll make sure it goes with him’. 

Jayne looked over her shoulder to the rows of faces behind her. The genes were strong 
on Tony’s side; she could pick his relations a mile away and saw glimpses of her 
husband’s features scattered, here and there, throughout the pews – a square jaw in the 
third row, a set of rugby shoulders, impossibly big for the narrow church seats, and in 
Emily’s wavy blond hair beside her.  

She was surprised at the turnout and wondered how many, like her, had come to the 
funeral out of a sense of obligation. Tony’s father had died the week before and she 
still didn’t feel a thing; she couldn’t find the proper way to feel. How could she? 
Sometimes it took her longer than that to find the bottom of the ironing basket. She 
would need more than a week to forgive him, and there was not enough time in the 
world to forget the things he’d done.  

Tony stood next to his father’s coffin and a line of people gathered behind him, ready 
to follow his lead. The microphone clicked as he turned it on and a piercing screech 
echoed through the vaulted church ceiling. Tony’s voice was shaky. Jayne shifted in 
her seat - she’d never seen him like this before.  He cleared his throat then launched 
into vivid memories of his dad as a loving father, the font of wise advice and the go-to 
man for belly laughs. It was a nice image but Jayne didn’t buy it.  

All that Jayne could see were drunken rants, overflowing ashtrays and the source of 
so many tears. 

Friends who had cut all contact, years before, now reminisced about childhood pranks 
and camping trips. Burnt business partners rebranded dodgy deals as ‘how-to’ lessons 
of savvy investment. And she listened as, one by one, the old man’s sins were washed 
away. She took Emily’s letter and smoothed the creases against her legs. An unbroken 
string of x’s and o’s bordered the edges of the page. Jayne ran her open palm over the 
script.  

I will miss you pop when you are in heaven. 
I liked it when you put me on your shoulders. 

Jayne closed her eyes and tried to find some of the love that Emily had for the man 
who called her princess. It helped, even if a loving Pop was all she could see. 

 

 



   Beckton     All she could see   	  

  
TEXT Special Issue 30: Creative Writing as Research IV, October 2015 

eds Nigel Krauth, Donna Lee Brien, Ross Watkins, Anthony Lawrence, Dallas Baker and Moya Costello	  
	  

 
3 

Research statement 

 

Research background 

Kessler notes that ‘we think sometimes we’re only drawn to the good, but we’re 
actually drawn to the authentic … people who are real more than those who hide their 
true selves under layers of artificial niceties’ (2000). This story is an outcome of a 
research project that extends this discourse by exploring the underrepresentation of 
anger and guilt – emotional components identified by Kübler-Ross’s ‘Seven stages of 
grief’ model (1969) – in relation to successful publications of short stories that 
identify grief as a theme. 

 

Research contribution  

This story is informed by a statistical analysis of a series of recent successful short 
story submissions about grief. Using this, together with qualitative analysis of 
fictional narratives (Spencer 2013), affirms a connection between the incidence of 
Kübler-Ross’s stages of grief and a collection of short stories published on this theme. 

 

Research significance 

This story contributes to the current discourses around how those in Western culture 
express grief. The under-representation of anger and guilt in this regard, speaks to the 
concept of ‘disenfranchised grief’ as expressed by Hall, who recognises that ‘societies 
have … grieving rules’ (2011) – and indicates the research potential for a wider 
representation of grief in short story narratives. This story has been accepted for 
publication in a high quality creative writing research journal. 
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