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Research Statement 

 

Research background 

So Much Tongue is part of a larger thesis on sincerity and autobiographical comics. The thesis 
asks what it means to talk about sincerity in comics, and how sincerity is related to or differs 
from authenticity and irony. It looks at how sincerity in autobiographic truth telling manifests 
in openness and intimacy, in a kinder, gentler tone (than perhaps authenticity) through both 
language and gesture; through not only the cartoonist’s words but through the cartoonist’s 
hand, and handwriting, on the comics page. 

 

Research contribution 

The turn towards sincerity in pockets of the cultural landscape in the past twenty to thirty years 
has been noted in relation to poetry, fiction, film, fine art, and music, but little has been written 
on how this turn has manifested in comics. In wider studies of sincerity, comics are mentioned 
briefly (Magill 2012) or not at all (Van Alphen et al 2008). This research project examines how 
authenticity, irony, and sincerity have shifted in importance or preference within contemporary 
comics, focussing how sincerity is drawn out, so to speak, in autobiographical comics. 

 

Research significance 

The difficulty with sincerity and being sincere begins with the difficulty of ontology. It is 
difficult enough to know ourselves, to be transparent before ourselves, let alone express 
ourselves to another in a way that will be received as we intend. Comics are unique in that the 
verbal content of speech is expressed visually as corporeal. The verbal (and visual) content of 
thought is expressed in singular, contained moments, emanating from, but occurring outside of 
the body. This research contributes not only to comics scholarship on the conventions of speech 
and thought balloons but to ideas about mindfulness and the relationship between mind and 
body.  
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