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Water-star moves to the rhythm of a boat on a new-

moon tide. Summer slices its way over the Atlantic to 

the shore. What sun there is slowly works its way 

across one side of my face as I stand fishing. I like the 

movement and the stasis of it, the alternating cast and 

return breathing a line across the channel, the tide too 

lazy to come back from the slack. I measure afternoon 

and evening by the dull punctuations of the fish that 

roll or splash just a little too far out. All the gulls have 

deserted me for other silences that require breaking; 

the seal turns its back and swims away. Venus and 

Jupiter twin themselves somewhere out on the horizon. 

I am content that every star should find its own 

declension. 

 (from Pulse 2016)  

 

 


